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cruel and heartless and gave the " pregnant" woman
all the hospitality she wanted.
Many months later, after I had become a member
of the Reichstag, I was shocked to learn the true
identity of the woman who had so mysteriously
solicited my assistance in Frankfurt. Her name came
out during proceedings of our Reichstag group against
a member involved in the intrigues of a monarchist
spy. My caller proved to be none other than the
infamous spy and agent-provocateur, Frau Schroder-
Mahnke, who was responsible for many riots and
shootings and for the killing of many workers in the
uprisings she had provoked. She was neither preg-
nant nor persecuted by the White Guards. On the
contrary, she was in their service and had provoked
the massacre of workers in Kiel. Later, disguised
as a man, she was brought into the cells of jailed
revolutionaries to win their confidence and make
them confess. She would then appear in the courts
as a witness against her former prison-mates. Then
only did I learn what a terrible danger we had
escaped, thanks to my distrust and the strong instinct
that had warned me.
The dissatisfaction of great masses of workers with
the trend of political developments was demonstrated
to the delegates of the first post-war convention of
the Independent Socialist party in March, 1919.
While we delegates were gathering in Berlin, a general
strike was declared by the restive workers of the city.
Delegates entering the former Herrenhaus, where
the convention took place, had to pass streets where
machine-guns were firing; and the shooting con-
tinued during all the days of our deliberations. It
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